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November 11, 2013 

Re: The Closure of the Morales Shakur Student and Community Center 

As proponents and creators of safe spaces, the Sister Circle Collective (henceforth known as the SCC) is 

deeply troubled by the actions of the City College administration in taking away the Guillermo Morales Assata 

Shakur Student and Community Center (henceforth known as the MSSCC). The authoritative methodology behind 

the shutdown on October 20th and the increased use of force on campus hinders the sense of safety once felt by the 

City College community. The MSSCC was a safe space where people of color, the LGBTQIA community, women, 

and various community groups came together to better their communities by creating resources through nurturing 

collective initiatives. Due to the abrupt closure of the center, groups like these are threatened and their work has 

been devalued.  With the elimination of one safe space, we fear this leaves room for other spaces to be taken at the 

administration's will, and without notice.  

As the SCC mission statement reads, “we aim to empower women and girls to create a circle in which they 

feel safe, supported, and nurtured beyond gender non-conforming stereotypes, religion, economic status, race or 

other affiliations.” The MSSCC upheld all of these tenants and are at the heart of what we stand for as collective 

organization. The day before the center was shut down and had it’s property illegally seized, City College 

recognized the need for gender identity protection in its anti-discrimination policy - which originated from the 

MSSCC via Students for Educational Rights (SER), who ran the space. Other advocacy in the space included the 

Multicultural Gender Resource Center Campaign on campus and the programming for 16 Days of Activism Against 

Gender Violence. Without the MSSCC, campaigns and initiatives such as these are in jeopardy.  

A core principle of the SCC is open and free flowing communication. Therefore, we are also concerned 

about the recent draft of the “Policy on Expressive Activity” put forth by the CUNY Board of Trustees. This policy 

is a direct infringement upon the First Amendment by requiring students to warn administration of demonstrations 

beforehand, assigning spaces for said demonstrations and giving a head count.  Flyering and distribution of literature 

must be carried out in a designated area assigned by the administration. These actions are a clear example of how the 

school continues to trample on freedom of speech of students and activists on campus.  

The actions of the City College and CUNY administration are in direct contradiction with the work and 

mission of the SCC. The SCC sees the illegal seizure of this safe space and the expansion of violent means to 

suppress dissent as another symptom of the patriarchal reality we live in today. The systematic appropriation of 

spaces created by oppressed peoples is an attempt to erase our history of dissent and community resistance.  CUNY 

is using repression as a tool that makes people hesitant to speak up and stand in solidarity with each other, hoping to 

displace our voices, censor our thoughts and limit our converging powers to organize against injustices. 

The Sister Circle Collective stands in solidarity with our sisters and brothers in the movement to regain the 

MSSCC, and encourage the movement to continue the use of protest, petitioning, and outreach to the community at 

large. 

 

Signed, 

The Sister Circle Collective 
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